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Pharmacies across Southwest London - important messages to share with your teams this      week and any necessary actions. Please read the task tracker, attachment 1, for contractual priorities.
Dear Colleagues,
This will be a shorter newsletter as the focus will be on the published CPCF 2026 settlement (section 1.1). Due to this the proposed CPPE hypertension case finding meeting on 29th June will be moved , and in place there will be a contractor update meeting (see section 1.2 attachment 2 )  This will focus on the new contract to see what the impact will be, In addition, the LPC will hold an expert panel  on CPCF service top tips, maximising your income and delivering high quality services. You will have the opportunity to send in questions and complete the complete the contractor surveys (section 1.2) 
1. LPC update 
1.1 CPCF settlement. The 2026 CPCG settlement has been announced. A summary is presented below
.Summary of the 2026/27 Funding Settlement

· 10.3% (£340m) funding uplift to £3,636 million for the CPCF and Pharmacy First budgets (which will be combined)​

· That includes a £200m uplift to retained margin to £1.1bn​

· Plus, a write-off of net over-delivery of contract funding (margin) earned up to the end of 2025/26 – up to £239m

· The Single Activity Fee will increase by 6 pence to £1.52​

· Independent Prescribing to be added to Pharmacy First and PCS in the autumn​

· £20m Pharmacy Quality Scheme with 80% Aspiration payment payable on 1st September​

· Agreement to allow late payment claims for Pharmacy First and NMS​

· Pharmacies to be able to close for training for up to 4 hours a month​

· A reform agenda to inform a Community Pharmacy Strategy

Announcement Summary

· Government commits to working jointly on programme of reform, which will be critically important to set the future strategy for the sector

· Margin write-off up to end of 2025/26, and funding uplift includes £200 million to be added to the annual margin allowance

· Independent prescribing to be introduced from the autumn

· Community Pharmacy England warns Government about the ongoing crisis in pharmacies, but decides constructive joint work on reform is essential, and the best chance of a better future for community pharmacy
Regulatory changes 

Progress has also been made on regulatory changes, including:

· to allow pharmacies to close for up to 4 hours a month to support staff training.
· to allow late payment claims for Pharmacy First and NMS.
· to continue work to help to protect pharmacy staff from patient abuse and violence; and

· to continue work to stop inappropriate EPS nominations management, 
Key links :-  Briefing 009/26: Funding Settlement for 2026/27   Summary Infographic  Indicative income calculator NHS England CPCF settlement update     

Events 

NHS England Webinar (Wed 3 June, 6pm): 
SW London LPC Contractor update 29th June book here
CPE ROADSHOW 8TH July 7.30pm-9.30pm – book here
1.2 Contractor Event 29th June THE GRANGE WALLINGTON 7.30-9.15PM
The LPC committee will be arranging a contractor event to go through the contract update and an opportunity to ask questions. The event will also cover the following 

· An expert contractor panel for you to ask key questions and seek advice on service top tips and guides to maximising your service income. 
· An update on the CPCF settlement. 
· Your opportunity to ask what future meetings and support you need. 
Please book here  SUMMER CONTRACTOR UPDATE MEETING 29TH JUNE –  (See attachment 2 )

In preparation for the event please 
· Email your questions  to the LPC at communitypharmacyswl@gmail.com
· complete these surveys below . (Please note Sutton contractors have been sent a separate survey as the Sutton GP federation have reached out to the LPC in March to work more closely). 

	Sutton Contactor survey 
	Sutton Contractor survey 

	Rest of SW London contractor survey. 
	SW LONDON COMMUNITY PHARMACY CPCF SERVICE SCOPING. 


Please complete these surveys by June 12th if you have any questions, please contact David Tamby Rajah Pharmacy consultant to give any detailed feedback on david.tambyrajah@nhs.net    
1.2 Pharmaceutical waste collection issues. 
The LPC has been made aware by contractors around issues of pharmaceutical waste collection. The NHS waste managing agent is Essentia that manage the providers who make the collections. 

Please email Gstt.essentiaenvironment@nhs.net with your waste collection issues , with the name and address of your pharmacy, a summary of the issues, how long this has occurred. If you are unsure, please contact David Tamby Rajah Pharmacy Consultant David.tambyrajah@nhs.net 
The LPC is grateful to Wendy Block , Support officer at Essentia, who has worked tirelessly with David Tamby Rajah to promptly resolve waste issues. The LPC is grateful for her dedication. 
1.3 Moving away from proscript 

Please let the LPC know if you faced GP issues if your Pharmacy has moved away from proscript. Please contact the LPC team to raise. 
2 Services Update

2.1 PQS update can be found here. There are changes summarised below,
	Gateway criterion
	Pharmacies must develop or update a Palliative and End of Life Care (PEoLC) action plan and if they stock the 16 PEoLC medicines, update their Directory of Services profile to confirm this. 

Pharmacies will also have to complete a short online survey regarding this criterion.

	Medicines Optimisation & Patient Safety domain- Respiratory
	Pharmacists must complete unit 4 (asthma) of the CPPE Fundamentals of 

respiratory therapeutics e-course and pass the asthma (2026) e- 

assessment to demonstrate they have updated their knowledge in line with 

the  NICE/BTS/SIGN Guideline on Asthma: diagnosis, monitoring, and chronic asthma management.

Urgent Supply of Repeat Medicines: Pharmacies must update SOPs to ensure they contain guidance on how to support patients requesting time-critical medicines or Controlled Drugs.

	Professional Practice domain   
	Clinical audit and peer discussion: the clinical audit will be agreed with

Community Pharmacy England and the results must then be considered in a 

peer discussion. The latter requirement is intended to support embedding 

reflective practice as a tool to develop and expand clinical competence.


3.0 SW London ICB update  
3.1 Medicines Optimisation 

. The Monthly Drug Update can be found here.

3.2 SW London ICS Training Hub update and events can be found here .  
Primary Care Peer Support network event book here 





4.0  Local Authority updates - The guides to the 5 SW London local authority services in your borough can be found here .  Note Croydon is not published as the local authority is reviewing all services. 
	5.0 CPPE 

	CPPE’s Emergency contraception online workshop will take place Monday 8th June 7.30pm – book here 
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