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https://swl.communitypharmacy.org.uk/
Pharmacies across Southwest London - important messages to share with your teams this      week and any necessary actions. 
Dear Colleagues,
You may have seen an announcement on the new GP contract 26/27.  There is a useful summary from the NHS confederation here. The LPC is waiting for community pharmacy England to provide an update on how these changes affect Community Pharmacy.  
1. LPC update. - Please read the task tracker, attachment 1, for contractual priorities.
1.1 Category H update  
 Please see the CPE update here 
· Ursodeoxycholic acid 500mg tablets (100) has the largest price decrease (reduced by £10.93).
· Isosorbide mononitrate 25mg modified‑release capsules (28) has the largest price increase (increased by £1.31) compared to their previous prices.
The table below outlines the Cat H reimbursement prices for the first 11 products from March 2026:

	Product
	New Category H price (March 2026)
	Previous Category C price (based on) 
	Price increase or decrease

	Cinchocaine 5mg / Hydrocortisone 5mg suppositories (12)
	£4.31
	£5.08 
	↓ £0.77

	
	
	(Proctosedyl®)
	

	Doxazosin 4mg modified‑release tablets (28)
	£5.24
	£5.00
	↑ £0.24 

	
	
	(Cardura® XL)
	

	Etodolac 600mg modified‑release tablets (30)
	£15.56
	£15.50
	↑ £0.06

	
	
	(Lodine® SR)
	

	Isosorbide mononitrate 25mg modified‑release capsules (28)
	£5.53
	£4.22
	↑ £1.31

	
	
	(Elantan® LA25)
	

	Nicotine 4mg medicated chewing gum sugar free (96)
	£10.18
	£13.57
	↓ £3.39

	
	
	(Nicotinell®)
	

	Omeprazole 10mg dispersible gastro‑resistant tablets (28)
	£9.44
	£9.30
	↑ £0.14

	
	
	(Losec MUPS®)
	

	Omeprazole 20mg dispersible gastro‑resistant tablets (28)
	£14.04
	£13.92
	↑ £0.12

	
	
	(Losec MUPS®)
	

	Omeprazole 40mg dispersible gastro‑resistant tablets (7)
	£6.92
	£6.96
	↓ £0.04

	
	
	(Losec MUPS®)
	

	Pseudoephedrine hydrochloride 60mg tablets (12)
	£3.02
	£3.00
	↑ £0.02

	
	
	(Sudafed® Decongestant)
	

	Ursodeoxycholic acid 500mg tablets (100)
	£69.07
	£80.00
	↓ £10.93

	
	
	(Ursofalk®)
	

	Verapamil 120mg modified‑release tablets (28)
	£7.67
	£7.71
	↓ £0.04

	
	
	(Half Securon® SR)
	


CPE encourages pharmacy teams to report any Category H products unavailable to purchase at or below the stated Drug Tariff price, using our online feedback form on the Community Pharmacy England’s Price Concessions webpage. Community Pharmacy England will investigate these reports and request the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) to grant any price concessions, if required.
1.2 Pharmacy pressures Survey – please share your views.  

Community Pharmacy England's (CPE) Pressures Survey is currently underway, and CPE is urging community pharmacy owners and pharmacy team members across SW London to help quantify financial constraints, medicines supply issues, staffing pressures, the impact on patients and much more in this annual survey. Every contribution is important in building up the strongest possible picture of the challenges you are facing. There are two separate surveys: one for pharmacy business owners/head office representatives and one for pharmacy teams. The surveys are open until 11:59pm on 16th March 2026. For more information and to complete either surveys, click here
1.3 Data Security and Protection Toolkit (DSPTK)- Guidance for Community Pharmacy Contractors

Community Pharmacy England (CPE) has published new guidance to support community pharmacy owners and teams to complete the Data Security and Protection Toolkit (DSPTK) 2026. The Toolkit is used to make your pharmacy’s information governance (IG) declaration and must be completed by Tuesday 30 June 2026.  Please see attachment 2 for more information. 
1.4 Contractual Ket days 

· PQS antimicrobial stewardship audit – must be completed by 31st March.  
· Healthy Living Pharmacy Requirement - Deadline of 31st March for undertaking a community engagement exercise (at least one must be undertaken per financial year) on the promotion of healthy living.
· Annual Complaints Report - Make sure information is collected and ready to submit by the Start of April. The London DOP team will provide details on how to submit.
1.5 NHS England Signposting update 

Please see useful resources for clinical teams across Primary, Acute and Integrated Urgent Care such as NHS111 to spot 'red flags' associated with cancer - please do share with your teams and stakeholders to raise awareness of this fantastic resource. 
https://london.wtepharmacy.nhs.uk/pharmacists/cancer-factsheets-for-healthcare-practitioners/
1.6 NHS England Signposting update 

Please see useful resources for clinical teams across Primary, Acute and Integrated Urgent Care such as NHS111 to spot 'red flags' associated with cancer - please do share with your teams and stakeholders to raise awareness of this fantastic resource. 
https://london.wtepharmacy.nhs.uk/pharmacists/cancer-factsheets-for-healthcare-practitioners/
1.7  CPE update patient nominations

Community Pharmacy England is taking steps to tackle inappropriate EPS pharmacy nomination practices and service direction, which contravene the principles of patient choice.

Since concerns around certain IT functionality allowing automatic re-nomination (without patient consent) and the direction of services were raised, our Regulatory and IT experts have been working to address these issues with NHS England, the British Medical Association (BMA), and pharmacy IT system suppliers. This has been a significant workstream and progress so far includes:

· Issuing guidance on respecting patient choice for EPS nominations
· NHS England writing to pharmacy IT system suppliers to reaffirm nomination guidelines (see progress update)

· Working with NHS England to revise its nomination guidance for pharmacy teams and IT system suppliers

2 Services Update
2.1 Pharmacy First -It is not just about clinical pathways. (with thanks to West Yorkshire LPC) 
A reminder, minor illness referrals do not have to relate to a Clinical Pathway condition, and all digital referrals received for minor illness consultations must be processed and submitted for payment.
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Please see NHS Pharmacy First Service suitability – Aide Memoire Service attachment 3: Patients aged 1 year or over, patients presenting with new episodes of care. This aide memoire lists the common conditions that may be referred into Pharmacy First Service with the main exclusions. 
· This is not a clinical tool but a guide to support patient referrals. 
· General Practice teams should digitally refer patients to Pharmacy First to ensure that the patient receives a consultation with the pharmacist who will assess the suitability of the patient and take responsibility for appropriate management of the patient. 
· Patients who are signposted to community pharmacy may not be able to access Pharmacy First and therefore manage with over-the-counter advice.
This week, Community Pharmacy England (CPE) has produced a useful briefing on the urgent supply of medicines strand of the Pharmacy First Service, which provides detailed information on undertaking patient consultations, handling requests for medicines liable to abuse, and record-keeping requirements to ensure your pharmacy remains fully compliant. Read the briefing here.
2.2 Spring 2026 COVID-19 Vaccination Campaign – Provider Guide- 
Provider guidance for the Spring 2026 COVID-19 vaccination campaign is now available to support preparations. Please see here.

There will be changes to the legal mechanisms for administering COVID-19 vaccines for Spring 2026. The legislation that enabled the National Protocol will expire on 31st March 2026. For the Spring programme, the anticipated legal mechanisms are:

· Patient Group Directions (PGDs)

· Patient Specific Directions (PSDs)

· A nationally developed Vaccine Group Direction (subject to new legislation)

The Vaccine Group Direction will continue to allow appropriately trained and competent registered and non-registered staff to deliver the programme. The PGD is expected to be published in March 2026, and the Vaccine Group Direction on 1st April 2026. 
An email will be coming out shortly with a link to national webinars showing how to access vaccine etc plus some other information.  Here are links to both the webinars and the provider guide which are on Futures.  Futures is a collaboration platform empowering everyone working in health and social care to safely connect, share and learn across boundaries. 

· Training sessions for providers 2026 - Vaccinations and Screening - Futures. The Spring 2026 campaign introduces a new provider-led vaccine supply model. NHS England is hosting training webinars (23 February – 11 March) to help providers understand how to order vaccine, manage allocations and use FDP.

· An updated version of this provider guide is expected to be published in March 2026, when further details, including links to the relevant legal mechanisms, will be available
2.3 Annual flu letter for 2026/27 published

The Department of Health and Social Care, the UK Health Security Agency and NHS England have jointly published the national flu vaccination programme letter for the 2026/27 season.

In summary:

· There are no changes to eligible groups.

· Pharmacies will only be able to vaccinate pregnant women from 1st September 2026 (other adult cohorts will start from 1st October);

· There are two changes to the recommended vaccines that pharmacy owners will need to consider when finalising their orders; and

· There is a reinforcement of the circumstances when the egg-based vaccine, IIVe, can be used.

Read the letter 

3.0 SW London ICB update  

3.1 Medicines Optimisation 

The SW London ICS Medicines Optimisation newsletter will be sent separately.  The Monthly Drug Update can be found here.

3.2 SW London ICS Training Hub update and events can be found here .  
4.0  Local Authority updates - The guides to the 5 SW London local authority services in your borough can be found here .  Note Croydon is not published as the local authority is reviewing all services. 
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